
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Erin Vigneau-Dimick 

Department: University Museum 

Email Address: evignea@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-2996 

Campus Mail Box: 1150 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

Up to 2 unfunded URCA Assistant positions only. These positions do not come with a financial award. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[x] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[x] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

8-10 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

Options include HIST 410-Independent Study, HIST490-Internship, or ART498-Internships in 

the Arts; 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

University Museum Archive and Operations building, Supporting Services Drive, SIUE 

Edwardsville Campus 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, my project is truly interdisciplinary, please also mark me as interested in taking students 

from these areas: -- History, Art, Anthropology, Sociology 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

The research project that the URCA student will be working on is to design, edit, and 

execute a historical survey to update the demographic and biographic information of the 

more than 1800 artists represented in our collection. Thus far 2 URCA assistants have 

surveyed more than 700 artists in the first semester of this research project. This project will 

create a baseline of information about the diversity of artists within our collections. This 

blueprint will serve to create future collections policies and enable the University Museum 

to create practices which will further enhance inclusivity in our collections and 

programming. An URCA student would be performing primary research and adding 

demographic and biographic material to our current digital museum catalogue of more 

than 35,000 object records. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students will work with Erin Vigneau-Dimick, Executive Curator, to design the scope of the 

research inquiry and learn to utilize the museum’s PastPerfect database software. Students 

will use web and archival resources to document demographic and bibliographic 

information in the catalog’s authority files. Students will work with both digital and physical 

resources to create accurate entries. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

   • The ability to use finder’s guides for document collections. 

   • The ability to do archival research. 

   • The ability to use electronic data-bases, bibliographies, and text storage sites such as the 

Getty Institutes ULAN and others. 

   • The ability to navigate resources posted on the world wide web, especially those related 

to artists and the history of art. 

   • The ability to make distinctions between web-posted materials. 

   • The ability to generate rewarding data base and text site searches. 

   • The ability to identify and evaluate historical evidence. 

   • The ability to design a research project and write protocols for future researchers and 

interns. 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

   Students can work in the University Museum Archive M-F, 9-5. No nights or weekends. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

   Students need to have their own transportation to the University Museum Archives and 

Operations building located on Supporting Services Drive on the outer edge of the 

Edwardsville campus. There is parking, or students can walk or bicycle to the location which 

is approximately 1 mile from the central quad. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

   I request that students of any discipline be a least a Junior, or in their 5th semester. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

   Students will be working with confidential materials and will need to act responsibly. 

Through this project they will gain the knowledge of the inner workings of a museum, how 

to manage biographic and demographic data and the significance of that data to the 

historical record and the museum's ability to serve it's community with an expanded 

knowledge of the materials it holds. 


